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law, and the course of English justice, seem to have extended
nearly as far as the shires made by John. Commissioners
were now appointed to hold Courts in other and more distant
parts of the island; and in exact accord with the ideas of the
King, they were to take account of native Irish usages, and to
deal with the Irishry, as with a people "not so perfectly
acquainted with the laws, that they could at once live and be
governed by them1."
The effects of this enlightened system of government were
remarkable, and deserve attention. Sir Anthony St Leger, one
of the best of deputies, carried out skilfully the King's policy;
the success he achieved was great and decisive. The long
distracted land was at rest for some years; signs of prosperity
appeared, not only within the Pale, but in the half barbarous
regions beyond. There was not a semblance of Irish disorder,
even in the last troubled years of the reign of Henry; an Irish
contingent appeared in the ranks of the English army that
invaded France, in 1543-4, and captured Boulogne. There
were elements certainly of future evil in the.changes that had
been made in the Church; but these were not as yet active;
there was as yet -little religious strife in Ireland. Law had
more influence than it had had ever before; the newly ap-
pointed Commissioners had done excellent work; above all
the Anglo-Norman lords and the Celtic chiefs, through whom
Henry sought to make his government felt, were obedient, and
seemed in a state of content. A state paper of the time
describes Ireland in .these remarkable words: "The winning of
the Earl of Desmond was the winning of the rest of Munster
with small charges. The making O'Brien an Earl made all
that country obedient. The making of McWilliam Earl of
Clanricarde, made all that country during his time, quiet, and
obedient as it is now. The making of McGilpatrick Baron of
1 Leland u. 180, 184 has described Henry's Irish policy better than
any other modem historian.